
 
 

Humboldt County Airport Advisory Committee   
January 23, 2007 

6:00 p.m. 
ACV Airport Terminal, Manager’s Office 

 
1) Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman McCrone at 1802 hrs. local time.  
 
2) Parking ticket validations were performed and distributed by Jacque. 
 
3) Roll call - Members:  Alistair McCrone, Chairman, Rich Fenton, George Jutila, Dennis Lichty, Bill 

Davidson.  Staff:  Jacquelyn Hulsey, Aviation Division Manager.  Guests:  Reg Kennedy, National 
Weather Service, Aviation Support Manager 

 
4) Approval of Minutes for the 11/28/06 meeting.  The minutes were approved as submitted to Committee 

members via e-mail. 
 

5) Open session: to include community guests.  Chairman McCrone asked if there was any desired 
community input to the Committee. Mr. Kennedy from the NWS commented upon the recent fiber optic 
line that was cut and the effect of it on their operations.  He noted that, the first time it occurred (it has 
happened twice in recent history), it prevented them from communicating any product until it was 
repaired.  This time there was a different circuit available for their use after a short interruption of service. 

 
It was noted that during the same outages the airport requested the certified weather observer, Emily 
Jacobs, in to manually augment the airport’s automated weather equipment.  It was difficult to get the 
reports out due to the lack of working cell phones during the outage.  There was general agreement that 
most methods of working around this type of problem require some type of voice communication (cell 
phone or land line), and that if they are not available, the airport is adversely affected.  It was indicated 
that the Aviation Division planned to obtain at least one satellite enabled phone for future emergency 
preparedness. 
 
Mr. Kennedy explained his position at NWS as an aviation support specialist and indicated that he will 
attempt to attend additional Committee meetings in the future.  He is open to any questions the 
Committee might have related to the NWS and their offered aviation weather services. 

 
6) Airport Manager’s report: 

i)  
It was reported that a Mr. Johnson from Redding is exploring the possibility of starting an 
“on demand” charter business based at Rohnerville Airport.  The business has not 
started yet, but discussions with the County are continuing. 

ii) AOPA (Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association) “airport watch” literature and signs were 
received once again this year for security purposes at the region’s airports.  Bill 
Davidson reported that two pre-teen girls were observed smoking in the airport terminal 
at Rohnerville.  He suggested that the combination to the front door be changed, as well 
as the one at the vehicle gate into Murray Field. 

iii) Three AIP grants have been applied for recently, one for a new aircraft rescue and fire 
truck and related equipment, another for the ACV runway safety area and environmental 
study, and another for the extension of the current grant for the terminal expansion 
project. 

iv) The hangar waiting list has been updated and is now organized with 65 people on the 
updated list.  There is a $50 fee for placement on the list and it is believed that this fee 
will apply towards hangar rent when an applicant obtains a hangar. 

v) The environmental report for the deer fence at Murray Field will be complete in April and 
construction of this fence may be in place for the summer season. 

vi) Dennis Lichty commented on a house party that occurred across the street from 
Garberville Field on January 7th.  Five aircraft were moved around the airport from out of 
their hangars and some damage occurred to the aircraft.  The Sheriff’s Department, the 
aircraft owners, and the four teenage girls (with their parents) who were involved met at 
the airport and agreed to their performance of community service by washing airplanes 
on four Saturdays in lieu of charges being filed.  One aircraft owner later elected to file 
criminal charges against them for the damage to his plane and they are not now 



required to continue the Saturday work, although they reportedly are doing so. 
vii) The ACV terminal expansion project is proceeding with trenching begun for FAA utility 

lines in front of the TAG hangar.  There is hope that the contractor will accelerate work 
on the project soon, after he completes another local building project. 

viii) The ACV GA ramp project was stopped as of December 14th due to weather.  It is 
essentially complete except for the paving of the ramp area. 

 
7) Manager’s professional activity:  Jacque will attend the Airport Manager’s Association regional meeting in 

Monterey starting tomorrow. 
 

8) Pending public events /aviation meetings:  None reported. 
 
9) Nominations for year 2007 officers of the HCAAC – Chuck Goodwin (in absentia) was nominated and 

seconded to be the Chairman for 2007.  Bill Davidson was nominated and seconded to be Vice 
Chairman and Rich Fenton offered to continue in the position of Secretary for 2007.  Elections were 
conducted and all proposed officers were elected.  Mr. Goodwin will be given the opportunity to accept or 
reject the nomination and election results at the next Committee meeting. 

 
10)  Old business and correspondence:  

i) George Jutila asked about the previous plan for security camera installations.  Jacque 
noted that Emily is working on this and that the cameras are currently in the ACV airport 
office.  It was suggested that the feed from these cameras be routed to a high speed 
WEB site for public viewing.  Specific questions regarding the cameras capabilities are 
to be referred to Emily Jacobs, who is familiar with the planned installation. 

 
11)  New Business 

i) Alistair McCrone reported that there was a recent photo in the Times-Standard regarding 
waterfowl near Murray Field.  It was agreed that there has been an increase in waterfowl 
in this area, as a result of the development of the adjacent “duck ponds” but there does 
not appear that anything can be done by this Committee.   Jacque noted that this area is 
under the control of the Fish and Wildlife Service and the County has very limited 
authority over it. 

ii) Jack Limmer had requested, via Chairman McCrone, that a discussion occur regarding 
the possibility of private financing of hangars at County airports.  Jacque noted that the 
County would be building the hangars, and that no private financing would be solicited or 
allowed for the smaller hangars.  Chairman McCrone asked that further discussion of 
this item be deferred to the next meeting when Jack Limmer is present. 

iii) It was reported that a representative of the Lost Coast Aviators has suggested in the 
Humboldt Beacon newspaper that Rohnerville Airport be operated under an airport 
district for governance and improvements.  Discussion occurred related to their possible 
frustration with getting “things done” under the current County operation of the airport, 
but Jacque noted that no specific issues are being brought to her office for action.  It was 
generally agreed that an “airport district” would not be an improvement over the current 
County administration of the airport. 

 
12)  Meeting Schedule: Meetings will continue to be on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 1800, as per 
normal scheduling.  The next meeting will be February 27, 2007. 
 
13) Adjournment was at 1938 by Chairman McCrone. 
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