CHAPTER 2

EMERGENCY ACCESS

3112-1. ROAD AND DRIVEWAY ACCESS - INTENT.

Road and street networks, whether public or private, unless exempted under
Section 3111-3(b), shall provide for safe access for emergency wildland fire
equipment and civilian evacuation concurrently, and shall provide unobstructed
traffic circulation during a wildfire emergency consistent with Sections 3112-2
through 3112-13. (0rd. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

3112-2. APPLICATION OF DESIGN STANDARDS.

The design and improvement standards as referenced in these regulations
shall be those as set forth in the Appendix to Title III, Division 2, of the
Humboldt County Code, and in the County Roadway Design Manual. Application of
these design and improvement standards shall be consistent with the intent as

prescribed in Section 3112-1, and shall be based upon: (ord., 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)
(a} legal requirements, (oxd. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)
(b} sound engineering principles and practices and engineering

geclogical evaluation of necessary, {ord., 19%2, § 1, 12/17/1991})
(c) traffic safety considerations, (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)
(d) economy of design and maintenance, and (0rd. 1952, § 1, 12/17/19921;

(e) allowance for the special nature of Humboldt County roads and
traffic problems. (Ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

Interpretation of these standards shall be provided by the Director of
Public Works. (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991})

3112-3. ROAD WIDTH.

All roads shall be constructed to a minimum Road Category 4 road standard
for traveled way (18-20 feet), except as provided herein. (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

{a) A traveled way meeting the standard for Road Category 2 (12 feet)
shall be considered as meeting the requirements of this section for
a single lot division into two (2) parcels, where all the following
conditions are met: (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/19%91)

(1) The subdivision is conditioned so as to limit site development
as follows: (ord. 1952, § i, 12/17/1991)

For a parcel or parcels having ‘a minimum parcel size of less
than 20 acres, not more than one (1} dwelling unit shall be
permitted for each parcel. (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

For a parcel or parcels having a minimum parcel size of 20

acres or more, not more than two (2) dwelling units shall be
permitted for each parcel. (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)
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{(2) Rights to further subdivide the parcels created by the land
division would be conveyed tc the county until such time as
the full road segment was improved to a minimum of Road

Category 3 or 4 for traveled way, as appropriate. (Ord. 1952, §
1, 12/17/1991)

(3) Inter-visible turnouts are installed in conformance Section
3112-8 of these regulations. (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991}

(b) A traveled way meeting the standard for Road Category 3 (16 feet)
shall be considered as meeting the reguirements cof this section for
subdivisions of three (3) to eight ({8) parcels, where all the
following conditions are met: {ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991}

(1) The subdivision is conditioned so as to limit site development
as follows: (Ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/19%1)

For a parcel or parcels having a minimum parcel size of less
than 20 acres, not more than one (1) dwelling unit shall be
permitted for each parcel. (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

For a parcel or parcels having minimum parcel size of 20
acres, not more than two (2) dwelling units shall be permitted
for each parcel. {(ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

(2) Rights to further subdivide the parcels created by the
subdivision would be conveyed to the County until such time as
the full road segment was improved to a minimum of Road
Category 4 for traveled way. (Ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

{3} The roadbed width shall include a minimum of tweo-foot (2')

wide bladed shoulders on each side of the traveled way. (ord.
1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

{c} A traveled way meeting the standard for Road Category 3 (16 feet)
shall be considered as meeting the reguirements of this section for
subdivisions of not more than nineteen (19) parcels, where all the
following conditions are met: (Ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

(1) The requirements of Section 3112-3(b) are satisfied. (ord. 1952,
§ 1, 12/17/1991)

(2} The minimum parcel size for the subdivision is forty (40}
acres or larger. (Ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

3112-4. ROADWAY SURFACE.

The surface of all roadways shall provide unobstructed access to
conventional drive wvehicles, including sedans and fire engines. The surface
shall conform to the standards of a Road Category 4 rcadway. Where Road Category
2 or 3 has been approved pursuant to Section 312-3, the surface shall conform to
the standards for these categories, as appropriate. (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

3112-5. ROADWAY GRADES.

The grade for all roads, streets, and private lanes shall conform to the
standards for Road Category 4. The grade for driveways shall conform to the
standards for Road Category 1. ©No roadway grade in excess of 16 percent shall
be permitted unless it has been demonstrated to be in conformance with the County
Roadway Design Manual, (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)
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3112-6. ROADWAY RADIUS.

{a)} The roadway radius for all roads, and private lanes shall conform to
the standards for Road Category 4. The minimum roadway radius for
driveways -shall conform to the standards for Road Category 1. No
roadway shall have a horizontal inside radius of curvature of less
than 50 feet unless it has been demonstrated to be in conformance
with the County Rcadway Design Manual. (oxd. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

() Curve alignments shall provide for curve widening on low radius
curves to compensate for off tracking characteristics or trucks and
trailers. Additional surface width of four (4) feet shall be added
to curves of 50-100 feet radius; two (2) feet to those from 100-200
feet. Design of curve alignments shall be in conformance with the
County Design Manual. (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

{c} The length of vertical curves in roadways, exclusive of gutters,
ditches, and drainage structures designed to hold or divert water,
shall nct be less than 100 feet, Design of vertical curves shall be

in conformance with the County Roadway Design Manual. (Ord. 1952, § 1,
12/17/1991)

3112-7. ROADWAY TURNAROUNDS.

Turnarounds are required on driveways and dead-end roads as specified in
these regulations. The minimum turning radius for a turnaround shall be 40 feet
from the center line of the rcad. If a hammerhead/T is used, the top of the "T"
shall be a minimum of 60 feet in length. (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

3112-8. ROADWAY TURNOUTS,

Turnouts shall be designed in conformance with the County Roadway Design
Manual. Turnouts shall be required on rcadways constructed to the standard of
Road Category 2 and at locations as specified in these requlations. Turnouts
shall be a minimum of 10 feet wide and 80 feet long with a minimum of 25 foot
taper on each end. (0Ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

3112-9. ROADWAY STRUCTURES.

{a} All driveway, road, street, and private lane roadway structures
shall be constructed to carry at least the maximum load and provide
the minimum vertical clearance as required in California Vehicle
Code Sections 35550, 35750, and 35250. All roadway structures shall
be designed in conformance with the County Roadway Design Manual.
The minimum vertical clearance shall be 15 feet at all points on the
surface of the roadway. (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991})

(b) Appropriate signing, including but not limited to weight or vertical
clearance limitations, one-way road or single lane conditions, shall
reflect the capability of each bridge. This requirement may be
omitted for bridges on private roads and driveways where compliance
with paragraph (a) of this section has been demonstrated to the
satisfaction of the Director of Public Works. (0rd. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

{c) A bridge with only cne traffic lane may be authorized by the County;
however, the bridge shall provide for uncbstructed visibility from
one end to the other and shall have intervisible turnouts at both
ends. (Ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)
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(d) The County may allew a flatcar bridge having a width of not less
than nine (9) feet to be used as a roadway -structure on a private
lane or driveway provided the requirements of Section 3112-9(c) are
satisfied. No exception request shall be required for the reduced
roadway width. (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

3112-10. ONE-WAY ROADS.

Bll one-way roads shall be constructed to provide a minimum of one 10-foot
traffic lane. The County may approve one-way roads. All one-way roads shall
connect to a two-lane roadway at both ends, and shall provide access to an area
currently zoned for no more than 10 dwelling units. In no case shall it exceed
2640 feet in length. A turnout shall be placed approximately at the midpeint
of each one-way road. {(0rxd. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

3112-11. DEAD-END ROADS.

(a) The maximum length of a dead-end road, including all dead-end roads
accessed from that dead~end road, shall not exceed the following
cumulative lengths, regardless of the number of parcels served: (Ozd.
1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

parcels zoned for less than one acre 800 feet
parcels zoned for 1 acre to 4.99%9 acres 1350 feet
parcels zoned for 5 acres to 19.99 acres 2640 feet
parcels zoned for 20 acres to 39.39 acres . 5280 feet
parcels zoned for 40 acres to 159.99 acres 7500 feet
parcels zoned for 160 acres or larger Unlimited

All lengths shall be measured from the edge of the roadway surface
at the intersection that begins the road to the end of the road surface at
its farthest point. Where a dead-end road crosses areas of differing
zoned parcel sizes, requiring different length limits, the shortest
allowable length shall apply. {ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

(b} Where parcels are zconed 5 acres or larger, turnarounds shall be
provided at a maximum of 1320 foot intervals. (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

{c) FEach dead~end rcad shall have a turnaround constructed at its
terminus. (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

3112-12. DRIVEWAYS.
(a) All driveways shall be constructed to a minimum Road Category 1

standard, Driveways shall have a minimum 10 foot traffic lane and
an unobstructed vertical clearance of 15 feet along its entire

length. Driveways in excess of 1320 feet in length shall be
constructed to the standard for Road Category 2. (ord. 1952, § 1,
12/17/1991}

(b) Driveways exceeding 150 feet in length, but less than 800 feet in

length, shall provide a turnout near the midpoint of the driveway.
Where a driveway exXceeds 800 feet, turnouts shall be spaced at
intervisible points at approximately 400 foot intervals. The
location and spacing of turnouts shall be in conformance with the
County Roadway Design Manual. (Ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1951)
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(c) A turnaround shall be provided at all building sites on driveways
over 300 feet in length, or 200 feet if required by the local fire
agency, and shall be within 50 feet of the building. (ord. 1952, § 1,
12/17/1991)

3112-13. GATE ENTRANCES.

(a) Gate entrances shall be at least two feet wider than the width of
the traffic lane(s) serving the gate. (ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

{b) Bll gates providing access from a road to a driveway shall either:
(ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

(1) be located a minimum of thirty (30) feet from the roadway, or
{ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

{(2) if located closer than thirty (30) feet from the roadway,
turnout {s) shall be constructed near the gate entrance to
allow parking next to the traffic lane(s) for use from each
direction of travel. The location of the turnouts shall
permit safe turning movements and maintain adequate sight
visibility. {ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

(c) All gates providing access from a road to a driveway shall open to
allow a vehicle to stop without obstructing traffic on that road.
(ord. 1952, § 1, 12/17/1991)

(d) Where a one-way road with a single traffic lane provides access to

a gated entrance, a 40 foot turning radius shall be used. (ord. 1952,
§ 1, 12/17/199%1)
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