
             
 
July 31, 2007 
 
 
Steve Martin 
Special Agent in Charge 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives 
San Francisco Field Division 
5601 Arnold Road, Suite # 400 
Dublin, CA 94568 
 
Sheriff Gary Philp 
Humboldt County Sheriff’s Department 
825 5th Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 
 
Chief Gar Nielson 
Eureka Police Department 
604 C Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 
 
 
RE: January 4, 2007, shooting death of Zachary Cruz Omholt-Cooke, 
  at 3207 Albee Street, Eureka, California 
 
Dear Special Agent Martin, Sheriff Philp, and Chief Nielson: 
 
This review into the January 4, 2007, shooting death of Zachary Cruz Omholt-Cooke, aged 18, (hereinafter 
referred to as “Cooke”), at 3207 Albee Street, in Eureka, California was conducted pursuant to the joint protocol 
between this office and all Humboldt County law enforcement agencies calling upon the District Attorney to 
conduct an independent assessment of the circumstances surrounding the use of deadly force.  This review 
cannot and does not examine such issues as compliance with the policies and procedures of any law 
enforcement agency, ways to improve training, or any issues related to civil liability.  Accordingly, this review 
does not and should not be interpreted as expressing an opinion on these matters. 
 


