SECURITY NATIONAL

RoB ARKLEY
February 13, 2009

Ms. Lynn Jacobs, Director

California Department of Housing & Community Development _
1800 Third Street, Suite 430 HUMEBOLDT COW
Sacramento, California 95814 o _ PLANNING DIVISICN

Re:  Humboldt County Housing Element update
Dear Ms. Jacobs:

As you know, the County of Humboldt has been processing its Housing Element Update since
September 2007. Unfortunately, the County’s processing has not complied with State-required
public workshops. Under considerable pressure from a number of groups and individuals in
Humboldt County to have Housing Element workshops, the Humboldt County Planning
Commission held what they referred to as a Housing Element “Town Hall Style” meeting last
Thursday evening, February 5, 2009,

Iwould encourage you to not be deceived by the title of the event. Instead of a true workshop.
County Staff continued its engoing agenda of stultifying public input. The following is a
recouniing of what occurred at the meeting:

> When we showed up for the workshop, we learned Kirk Girard had decided /
dictated that only five issues would be allowed to be addressed. This was contrary
to the noticed meeting (see attached): “This upcoming meelingis open fo
discussion of all the proposed policies and background information
contained within the 2009 Draft Housing Blement.”

hd

The “Town Hall” mecting started at 7:00 p.n. instead of the advertised 6:00 pamL,
which resulted in one hour of lost discussion time.

e As i1 prior public meetings held by the County, Planning Staff spent a considerable
amount of the 2.5 hours aliocated 1o the meeting, promoting their draft document,
nstead of listening to the public’s comments and concerns.

Within the constraints of the limited amount of time allocated for Q/A, some
members of the public were given a few minutes at the microphone to make
commeents and ask questions.

> The public was instructed not to be “negative” when commenting about Staff’s
draft document.

> NCHB (Northern California Association of Home Builders) responded to a request
to submit their questions to the Commissioners and Planning Staff prior to the
meeting. They complied with that request and then were told during the meeting
by the Commuission Chair, they would not be provided answers to their questions.
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> When members of the public asked for the definitions of some of the terms used in
the draft Housing Element document, they were told staff would not provide such
definitions, and that the public should make recommendations regarding the
definitions. This made it extremely difficult for the public to take a position on
proposed policies since the public is unaware of what the terms in the draft
document mean.

The Board of Supervisors chambers was packed with members of the public eager to
have a workshop-like, interactive dialogue and/or two-way exchange with staff and members
of the Commission.

However, it immediately became apparent that the “Town Hall” meeting would be a
controlled atinosphere where meaningful public input was not welcomed. As a result, a
number of people gave up in exasperation and left.

What a {arce!

We

hope that you are as awe-siricken as we are at this lack of “process” and respectiully

request that vou direct the County to conduct one or more genuine “workshops™ in accordance with
HCD's Guidelines.

Sincerely,

o Dl

Robin P, Arkley IT
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Housing Element “Town Hall Style”

Planning Commission Meeting

Humboldt County 2009 Draft Housing Element Update
February 5, 2009

The Humboldt County Planning Commission will host an informal public workshop on the
2007 Draft Housing Element Update beginning at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 5, 2009 in
the Humboldt County Courthouse, Eureka. The workshep is intended to provide for an

open dialogue beiween the Commissioners, planning staff and the public similar o a
“town hall” meeting format.

This meeting follows three separafe staff presentations 1o the Planning Commission on the
Draft Element: 1)_an_overview of the Draft Element and the process was presented during
the January 8, 2009 meefing; 2) the residential land inveniory was presenied during the
January 22, 2009 meeting; and 3) a more detailed review of the proposed godls, policies
and programs included in the Draft Element was presented ot the January 29, 2009
meeting [cll of which were apen 1o public testimony]. This upcoming meeling is open io
discussion of ail the proposed policies and background information contained within the
2009 Draft Housing Hement.

Background on the Housing Element:

The Housing Element describes housing needs of residents of all income levels, and
includes discussion of housing naeds of specific groups as well, such as seniors, owner-
uilgers, disabled persons and the homeless. The findings that emerge from analyzing the
housing informaticn direct poiicies and programs which are g commitment o implement
new measures to meet the County’s housing needs as well as fo maintain the most
effective programs that are presently in operation. The Housing Element contains policies
that aifect the kinds, locations and injfensities of land uses and new devalopment within
the unincorporated areas of Humboldi County. The update is necessary o comply with
state law regarding Housing Flements, ond o adopt local policy oniions to mesat the
documenied housing nesds. If you have specific questions regarding the proposed
project contact: MICHAEL D. RICHARDSON, Senior Planner at {707} 268-3723,

The 2009 Hearing Draft Housing Element is now available for public review and comment.
Copies of the document are available cn the internet for download at www.planupdate.org
and for purchase at the Humboldt County Community Development Services Department
iocated at 3015 H Street, Eureka. The document is aiso avaiable for viewing at all
branches of the Humboldt County Library {the main branch is located at 1313 3rd Street,
Eureka, and phone number is (707) 445-7284), Kinkos and the Community Development
Services Department frent counter.

The project will consider certification of a Supplemental Drait Environmental Impact Report
(DEIR) ot a later public hearing, which will be noticed separately when it is avdilable for

FeVIiew.



