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Humboldt County Planning Commission
Humboldt County Courthouse
Eureka, California 95501

Dear Commissioners:

Re: General Plan Review (July 26, 2007) - Chapters 12, 13, 14, and 15

T was watching myself on television the other night, and I was reminded by over forty years of
giving input on regulatory matters how my and others’ input is mainly window dressing. You folks
may do your best and nibble around the edges, but there is little you will or can do to make justified
changes to General Plan write-ups. Regulatory hearing processes are confusing and driven by who
controls the pen which in the General Plan’s case is County Planning Staff. Routinely a lot of
historical and factual site specific information, logic, and common sense are left on the cutting
room floor.

So, with hearing input meaning little to nothing, I continually ask myself, why participate?

Part of the answer lies in having the freedom to give factual input as I have lived it without
worrying about who is listening including whoever signs my paycheck. I will admit it is hard to
not have a little bias due to my over forty years of working with the forest industry and rural
landowners, but I try.

Another part of the answer is: Even with its faults, a bunch of riled-up people can make the hearing
process kind of work, it is all we got, giving input is the right thing to do, and maybe, just maybe,
someone in a position to do something, like you folks, will be tweaked into standing tall. For sure,
when the General Plan write-up gets to the Board of Supervisors, hearings will mean even less as
political correctness sets-in and those with the most political clout take over the show.

With all this in mind, I will leave you with a short list of things you need to keep in mind as you
proceed:

1. Proposed duplication of what multiple state and federal forest agencies are doing makes little
sense and makes even less fiscal sense.

2. Development and open space concerns have been reviewed as requested by County Board of
Supervisors, and problems driving these two issues (illegal development, inadequate enforcement
of development regulations, and inadequate funding of public services) can not be properly handled
until there is a separate section in the General Plan that specifically identifies and discusses these
problems.

3. Promotion of conservation easements, carbon sequestering units, and tax supported public trust
land conversions will mean less production of resource products and reduction in rural community
economic supports. 1
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4. Proposed transfer development rights and cluster schemes do not belong in the General Plan
until they have been adequately researched and verified as workable.

5. Is anyone ready to say “UNCLE” and say they get what my flow chart is saying? Proposed
modifications in land use restrictions will cause changes in the highest and best use of open space
lands, and this will lead to more houses across the land, less jobs, and less people being able to
afford homes. Hindering ability to financially hold the land as open space causes owners to sell
out, leave their problems behind, and settle for being wealthy, and this will lead to a reduction in
production of resource products and loss of rural community economic supports.

Keep in mind the consequences of shutting down or losing production of locally produced resource
products means loss of economic supports keeping this county going and includes use of
questionably safe imports that are routinely produced to the detriment of third world countries.

Charles L. ‘Ciancio
RPF #317
P.O.Box 172

Cutten, CA 95534
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To: Humboldt County Governmental bodjes 1/19/0s.

THE REAL WORLD OF ZONING, LAND USE RESTRICTIONS, AND
LOCKING UP NATURAL RESOURCE USE AND OPEN SPACE LANDS
(History tells us the following)

ONGOING UNJUSTIFIED RESTRICTIONS ON NATURAL RESOURCE USE
AND THE LAND ‘
(Fourth Branch of Govemmentlabuses, regulations, zoning, etc.)

Willleadto |
|
LESS INCOME FROM THE LAND
LOWER LAND VALUES

REDUCED INCENTIVFES TO HOLD THE LAND
‘REDUCED SATISFACTION AND ABILITY TO HOLD OPEN SPACED LANDS
IN OPEN SPACE CONDITION
|

Lealds to

. SELLING LAND TO:
DEVELOPERS AND DEVELOPMENT
PUBLIC TRUSTS (WILDERNESS, PARKS, ETC.)
CONVERTING LANDS TO C‘ONSERVATION EASEMENTS

Leads To

— , l
LESS JUSTIFIED USE OF NATURAL RESOURCES
LOSS OF INFRASTRUCTURE NEDED TO PRODUCE NATURAL RESOURCE PRODUCTS
_ LOSS OF LQ_CAL, STA:I'E, FEDERAL TAX REVENUES

LOSS OF RURAL OMMUNEITY ECONOMIC SUPPORTS

-‘ . Leads To

S
o LOSS OF OPEN SPACE LANDS IN PRIVATE OWNERSHIP
\ ~ BYE BYE RURAL COMMUNITIES

Why are we ignoring what history tells us and the obvious. Lose the satisfaction and financia] ability to

hold onto open space land as open space land and you lose the ability to produce natura] resources products
and economic Supports needed to keep rural communities going, :

Yours,

' Chﬁfies‘IT(Jiancio T
RPF #317

P.0O.Box 172 Cutten, CA 95534
707-445-2179
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