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Community Development Services
Planning Division
County of Humboldt


http://co.humboldt.ca.us/CDS/Planning

Thursday, February 05, 2010

Re: Call for Applications to the Humboldt County Title III Small Grant Program

Dear Interested Party:

The following information is intended to provide the tools necessary to submit an application to the Humboldt County Title III Small Grant Program.

The application materials apply to the following two approved project allocations:

Firewise Project


This project involves assisting residential communities to become recognized Firewise Communities/USA sites and implements actions to prevent the potential for home ignitions from wildfire. 

CWPP Project

This project places its focus on improving the countywide fuels reduction and firesafe planning strategy through a coordinated update and refinement of the Humboldt County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) and local CWPPs.

The attached application materials provide the forms and information necessary for the submittal of an application to the Title III Small Grant Program. You can apply using the attached forms or go to the following web page to download forms from the internet: 

http://www.co.humboldt.ca.us/planning/fire_safe_council/fsc_default.asp  

The application deadline is March 8, 2010.

If you have questions please contact Cybelle Immitt at: (707) 268-3736 or cimmitt@co.humboldt.ca.us. 

We look forward to receiving your application.

Title III Funding Application Details:

Time Line

The 2010 calendar year funding will consist of two (2) application rounds. Grant awards are expected to be available for the first application round in April 2010 and for the second round in October 2010.  Important dates for the first application round are:   
	March 8, 2010

	Deadline for applications 



	April 6, 2010
	Board of Supervisors selects projects to receive funding


Payments/Contracting

All projects have a funding cap of $20,000 per applicant, per grant cycle and must be achievable within an 18 months grant period, barring extenuating circumstances. Grant payments shall be advanced to the Grantee on a quarterly basis. Quarterly payments will be made in the amount identified in the estimated payments schedule included in the grant application. Quarterly disbursements cannot include 100% of payment in any one quarter. At this time there is approximately $120,000 available to support the first round of this grant program. 

Grantees are required to enter into a grant agreement contract with the County. Contract packets will be sent out to successful applicants following the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors selection process. 

Background

The Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 (SRS Act), Public Law 106-393, was enacted to provide five years of transitional assistance to rural counties affected by the decline in revenue from timber harvests on federal lands.  The last payment authorized under P.L. 106-393 was for federal fiscal year (FFY) 2006-2007. On May 25, 2007, the Iraq Accountability Appropriations Act of 2007, P.L. 110-28, was signed into law.  It included a provision for payments to States and counties for FFY 2007-2008 and extended provisions of Title II and Title III of the SRS Act.

On October 3, 2008, P.L. 110-343 (H.R. 1424, Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, Energy Improvement and Extension Act of 2008, and Tax Extenders and Alternative Minimum Tax Relief Act of 2008) was signed into law.  Section 601 of Division C of P.L. 110-343 amends and reauthorizes the SRS Act (P.L. 106-393) and extends it for a period of four years.  The new SRS Act (Public Law 110-343), as amended, retains the original title of “Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000”.  

Through the reauthorization process of PL 106-393, a few important changes were made to the allowable uses of Title III funds.  Some of the categories of approved projects from the original appropriation were eliminated and the Firewise Communities program category was added. 

On November 4, 2008, The Humboldt County Board of Supervisors (BOS) elected to reserve 85% of the funds under the new Act for schools and roads, 8% for Title II, and 7% for Title III. On January 12, 2010, the BOS gave final authorization for the use of Title III funds to support the Firewise and CWPP projects. 
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HUMBOLDT COUNTY 
Title III Small Grant Program 
PROJECT APPLICATION
	Applicant Organization Name:
	     


	Organization Address:


	     

	City:

	     
	State:
	     
	Zip:
	     

	Contact Person Name:


	     

	Phone:


	     
	Fax:
	     
	E-mail:
	     

	Project Name:
	     


	Amount Requested:

	$      


Select the applicable project allocation(s) (you may select both):

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Firewise Project
: This project involves assisting residential communities to become recognized Firewise Communities/USA sites and implements actions to prevent the potential for home ignitions from wildfire. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

CWPP Project
: This project places its focus on improving the countywide fuels reduction and firesafe planning strategy through a coordinated update and refinement of the Humboldt County CWPP and local CWPPs.
Office Use Only:  Date Received_________________
Application #________________

Project Information:
Please provide the information requested below.  You may use additional pages if needed; limit your response to a maximum of 5 pages to respond to all questions.  

1. Describe proposed project:  

     
2. Explain how the project links to the Humboldt County Fire Safe Council’s (HCFSC) project ranking criteria. Higher priority will be placed on proposals that address all of the criteria. However, in some cases the inapplicability of a criterion will be taken into consideration if it is well explained. 
	
	 HCFSC RANKING CRITERIA

	1.
	Comply with the requirements of Title III (development of a CWPP or activity under a Firewise program): 
     


	2.
	Are consistent with at least one of the Goals and Objectives of the Humboldt County Master Fire Protection Plan (see attachment 1):

     


	3.
	Have a funding cap of $20,000 per applicant, per grant cycle and is achievable within an 18 months grant period, barring extenuating circumstances:

     


	4.
	Place priority on rural areas (population based):

     


	5.
	Support existing FSCs, or the formation of a new FSC and/or Firewise Committee:

     


	6.
	Include fiscal accountability, with a specific task in the Work Plan for reporting project results:

     


	7.
	Where applicable, demonstrate coordination between local fire departments and FSCs:

     


	8.
	Strive to increase level of community participation in FSCs and fire departments:

     


	9.
	Include a specific task in the Work Plan for providing the County with data relevant to maintaining the Countywide CWPP database:

     



3. Describe how project results will be measured and reported to Humboldt County Planning. 

     
4. Describe your organizations qualifications and capabilities to carry out this project:

     
5. If the requested funding from Title III is being used as a local match to leverage additional funding, please describe the source and the amount of the additional funding:


     

	Project Name      


	Project WORK-PLAN*

	Sequential Tasks
	Time Frame (months)
	Responsible Party
	Title III Cost Estimate

	     

	     
	     
	$      

	     

	     
	     
	$      

	     

	     
	     
	$      

	     

	     
	     
	$      

	     

	     
	     
	$      

	     

	     
	     
	$      

	     

	     
	     
	$      

	     

	     
	     
	$      

	     

	     
	     
	$      

	     

	     
	     
	$      

	     

	     
	     
	$      

	Total


	$      

	


	Project Name       


	Budget information 

	Expenses

	Cost Categories
	Funding Sources
	Total

	
	Title III Request
	Applicant Contribution
	Other Partners
	Total

	Personnel


	$                     
	$                              
	$                              
	$                         

	Travel


	$                     
	$                              
	$                              
	$                         

	Equipment


	$                     
	$                              
	$                              
	$                         

	Supplies


	$                     
	$                              
	$                              
	$                         

	Other       

	$                     
	$                              
	$                              
	$                         

	Other       

	$                     
	$                              
	$                              
	$                         

	Total Expenses


	$                     
	$                              
	$                              
	$                         


Estimated Payments Schedule:
Grant payments shall be advanced to the Grantee on a quarterly basis. Quarterly payments will be made in the quarterly amounts identified in the estimated payments schedule below. Quarterly disbursements cannot include 100% of payment in any one quarter.  

	QUARTER
	PAYMENT NEEDED
	Match Projected

	1


	$      
	$      

	2


	$      
	$      

	3


	$      
	$      

	4


	$      
	$      

	5


	$      
	$      

	6


	$      
	$      


Attachment 1

Humboldt County Master Fire Protection Plan Goals and Objectives

The Humboldt County Fire Safe Council developed Master Fire protection Plan (MFPP) Goals and Objectives.  These goals and core objectives are listed below.  Your proposed project must support progress towards accomplishing at least one of the goals and /or objectives. Not all goals and objectives will be consistent with the allowable uses of the funding source, so please cross reference carefully.  
MFPP Goals

Goal 1.  Fire Protection Capability – Assure adequate fire protection for people, property, and communities.

Goal 2.  Fire Safe Education – Promote local fire safe planning, fire safe standards, fire safe education programs addressing fire risk in rural areas, and measures that local communities can implement to be fire safe.

Goal 3.  Risk and Hazard Assessment – Encourage effective and risk-based allocation of fire prevention and suppression services.

Goal 4.  Risk Reduction and Management – Encourage countywide efforts to reduce or modify fuel loads for community protection and fire prevention.  

Goal 5.  Community Preparedness and Response – Support efforts of local fire organizations and Fire Safe Councils to maintain adequate staffing levels and to serve as public safety agents.   Provide monitoring for these efforts.  

Goal 6.  Fiscal Issues – Support fire prevention and resource protection efforts of local communities, Fire Safe Councils, special districts with fire safety responsibilities, fire organizations, and Joint Powers Authority (JPA) cooperative services (dispatching, hazmat, training and other cooperative opportunities). 

MFPP OBJECTIVES 

Objectives are statements of desired future conditions that will assist in achieving planning goals and in guiding policy development.  The Humboldt County Fire Safe Council developed a comprehensive list of objectives early in the MFPP process.  The core objectives are listed below:
· Adequate fire protection service available to all Humboldt County communities;

· Adequate funding for fire protection organizations;

· Clearly mapped community assets, wildfire risks, and fire protection resources;

· Inter-agency agreements that facilitate fuels reduction, renewable resource utilization, and prescribed burning;

· Local, state and federal agencies cooperating to provide community fire education; and

· Cooperation between landowners, community-based organizations, and government to protect communities.
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