
Wheeler, Michael 

From: Harry Nethery [harrynethery@sbcglobal.net]

Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 12:50 PM

To: Wheeler, Michael

Cc: Smith, Jimmy R.; Clendenen, Clif; Lovelace, Mark; Neely, Bonnie; Duffy, Jill

Subject: Ridgewood Village Draft EIR Comments
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 Ridgewood Village Draft Environmental Impact Report Comments 

May 31, 2010 

 
Harry Nethery 

6301 Eggert Rd. 

Eureka (Cutten) 

 
1. The EIR states that Ridgewood Village (RV) will generate almost 12,000 car trips per day. If 

Lundbar Road is not an access point for RV, all trips will enter and exit the project via the 
Ridgewood Hills Drive at the Ridgewood Dr and Eggert Rd intersection. This two lane, 45 
mph road will be overly congested and dangerous. 

2. RV will double the population and traffic. Already dangerous sections of Walnut between 
Hemlock and Campton will be compounded two fold. Parking on Walnut (poor visibility) in 
this area makes entering Walnut from side streets extremely dangerous with long wait periods. 

3. Traffic during school start and end times on Walnut is very congested and dangerous for 
school children. Doubling the traffic in this area is unacceptable. 

4. Ridgewood Drive access from Westgate Drive is very dangerous because of poor visibility and 
the 45 mph speed limit (often exceeded). Adding 12,000 car trips per day will only compound 
the danger Westgate residents must endure. This intersection is a source of serious accidents. 

5. Campton Road from Walnut to Harris will be the access for RV residents for the City of 
Eureka. This narrow road with on street parking will not support an additional 12,000 car trips 
per day. Also it will be extremely dangerous for dwellings with driveway frontage on Campton 
to get in and out of their residences. 

6. Many residences front Ridgewood/Walnut with driveway access to this road. Doubling the 
traffic will double the existing danger and nuisance. 

7. The commercial development on the project will increase traffic on Ridgewood/Walnut. For 
example: All Elk River residents will go to this site for groceries rather than proceeding down 
Elk River Road, to Winco or Safeway. 



8. Noise level from the doubled traffic volume will be intolerable for local residents and cannot 
be mitigated. 

9. The sections of Ridgewood and Walnut that have not been widened will be dangerous for 
pedestrians and bike riders. 

10. Traffic mitigation will will cost 8.5 million dollars with only a fraction paid as an assessment 
to the property, who and how will the rest be paid? And that is in “today's” dollars. What will 
actual cost be at the end of each phase of the development. 

11. The increase traffic as well as the traffic mitigation proposals (numerous traffic signals) will 
change the entire environment of the Cutten community.  

 
 

Additional Comments: 

 
Cutten is a predominately a single family, low density community. The high density, mixed use, low 
income project is totally inappropriate for this area.  

At the completion of this project the entire of face of the Cutten community will be changed forever 
with a mini Sacramento environment.  

This type of project is best suited for a downtown location with available support services and 
infrastructure. 

Although not part of the EIR requirements the issue of property values must be considered. They will 
fall significantly for properties adjacent to this project. Developers will make a huge profit and 
residents will face declining value to their homes. This should not be allowed. 
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Typewritten Text
Original signed by





Mr. Michael E. Wheeler -9- July 28, 2010 
 
 
 

 
 

California Environmental Protection Agency 
Recycled Paper 

 
LID design fact sheet: 
http://www.coastal.ca.gov/nps/lid-factsheet.pdf 
 
Storm Water Runoff Calculator: 
http://www.stormulator.com 
 
Storm Water Management and LID at EPA headquarters – BMP choice and design: 
http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/lid/stormwater_hq/ 
 
State Water Board Resolution on LID and Sustainable Water Resources Management: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2008/rs2008_0030.pdf 
 
Resolution of the California Ocean Protection Council Regarding Low Impact Development: 
http://www.resources.ca.gov/copc/05-15-
08_meeting/05_LID/0805COPC05_%20LID%20Res%20amended.pdf 
 
Storm Water Resources: 
 
North Coast Regional Water Board Municipal Storm Water Program: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/water_issues/hot_topics/santa_rosa_ms4_npdes_stormw
ater_permit/  
 
State Water Board Storm Water Program: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/ 
  
California Stormwater Quality Association: 
http://www.casqa.org/  
 
EPA Storm Water Program: 
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/home.cfm?program_id=6 
  
Erase the Waste Campaign – California Storm Water Toolbox (outreach materials for permittees and 
non-profits): 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/outreach/erase_waste/ 
  
The San Francisco Regional Water Board Storm Water Resources Website: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/stormwater/avail_docs.shtm 
 
State Water Board Storm Water Grant Program: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/prop84/index.shtml 
 
Federal Funding Sources for Watershed Protection: 
http://cfpub.epa.gov/fedfund/ 
  
Stormwater Manager’s Resource Center: 
http://www.stormwatercenter.net/ 
 
For more information, please contact Mona Dougherty at mdougherty@waterboards.ca.gov. 





















































































































































































Wheeler, Michael 

From: 19Megan McKenzie [northdweller@hotmail.com]

Sent: Monday, May 24, 2010 4:45 PM

To: Turner, Nicole; Wheeler, Michael; alicehenneberg@yahoo.com; barbrob2000@yahoo.com; 
bazor@suddenlink.net; boyce1938@sbcglobal.net; byrdloch@aol.com; ccfinser@northcoast.com; 
dkg7001@humboldt.edu; dlolivieri@aol.com; eatfish123@sbcglobal.net; 
eatlotsoffish@sbcglobal.net; fenria666@hotmail.com; flyflickerz@gmail.com; 
frankscolari@hotmail.com; fstiivi@yahoo.com; hotsnow777@aol.com; jagejr@suddenlink.net; 
jehasen@aol.com; mojerm@aol.com; oakesj@hotmail.com; pegineureka@sbcglobal.net; 
pphs57@aol.com; r_whaley@sbcglobal.net; rachl1010@hotmail.com; rdtruttman@sbcglobal.net; 
roachmcroach@aol.com; sapmr41@hotmail.com; sndsing@suddenlink.net; sp49@humboldt.edu; 
stan.brandenburg@sbcglobal.net; vdmolen@suddenlink.net; cwpetty@aol.com; emmnel@aol.com; 
harrynethery@sbcglobal.net; wvjfam@suddenlink.net; cwolf94066@yahoo.com; 
deborah_harmon@dot.ca.gov; ekajanjim@aol.com; liconcalif@aol.com; timothy_keefe@dot.ca.gov; 
Smith, Jimmy R.; Clendenen, Clif; Lovelace, Mark; Neely, Bonnie; Duffy, Jill; 
lglass@ci.eureka.ca.gov; latkins@ci.eureka.ca.gov; jleonard@ci.eureka.ca.gov; 
fjager@ci.eureka.ca.gov; mjones@ci.eureka.ca.gov; cityclerk@ci.eureka.ca.gov; 
virginia@ci.eureka.ca.gov; humboldtherald@gmail.com; ncjournal@northcoastjournal.com; 
dtam@times-standard.com; glenn.pritchard@sbcglobal.net; stricktermite@aol.com; 
humboldtforestdefense@gmail.com; contactefhum@gmail.com; senator@boxer.senate.gov; 
steiner.cyntia@epamail.epa.gov

Subject: Humboldt County Draft EIR Comments (Forster-Gill Ridgewood Village)
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                                                                         HumboldtCCRD

Concerned Citizens for 
                                                                                           Responsible Development 

http://www.humboldtccrd.org/ 

 Updates on daily activity from tree sitters on the McKay tract:     

http://twitter.com/McKay_09 

  
  
  
May 24, 2010 
  
SENT VIA EMAIL 

  
RE: Comments to Draft EIR, Ridgewood Village, Forster-Gill  Project 
  
Dear Mayor Bass, City Council, County Commissioners, and All Interested Parties: 
  
Opening the Lundbar Hills subdivision to thoroughfare traffic from Cutten would ruin Lundbar Hills and the forest that is the 

best redwood growing acreage on the plant. The proposed road that connects this ridiculous development to 

Lundbar Hills is nothing short of a DECLARATION OF WAR.  
  

What is at risk for Lundbar Hills residents: 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->A neighborhood free from urban blight  

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Neighbors who enjoy a safe walk through the neighborhood without the 
fear of drive by shootings 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Homes that are quality maintained continguous throughout Lundbar Hills 
without the “Ma and Pa Kettle” house next door as is typical of Cutten and Eureka 

•         <!--[endif]-->Enjoyment of local wildlife and seeing them rear their young 

•         <!--[endif]-->Peace and quiet 
  



What you are proposing is dangerous because:  
<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Erosion (Cutten and Lundbar Hills homes have already lost part of their 

backyards due to erosion because of bad planning) 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Degradation of water quality standards and discharge requirements (the 

drinking water already reeks of chlorine). It is well known the sewer plant can’t handle any more poop  

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Environmental degradation to the forest and wildlife 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Loss of wetlands and vernal pools (which are endangered and extremely 

rare in California) 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Continued blight of Eureka by increased population and traffic. Fairway, 

Herrick, and F Street are already overloaded 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Air pollution increases--Many residents (young and old) have respiratory 

ailments due to long standing mill pollution.  

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Loss of recreation in being able to use the neighborhood for walking, 

running, biking and the golf course 
  

These are some of the ill effects we will see in Lundbar Hills: 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Crime (rape, home invasion robberies, larceny, burglaries, child molestation, 

vandalism, drug dealing and prostitution).  

•         Limited one street access into Lundbar Hills prevents a lot of crimes 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Increased, congested traffic with increased motor vehicle and pedestrian accidents 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Pollution and noise from the increased traffic 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Demise of the golf course ανδ πεδεστριαν τραφφιχ αχχιδεντσ ον Φαιρωαψ 

∆ριϖε  
•         <!--[endif]-->Decrease in property values 

  

Habitat and wildlife losses: 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Loss of old second growth redwood trees that are hundreds of years old 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Spotted Owls 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Osprey 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Coho salmon and its associated watershed 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Mountain lion and black bear habitat 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->•         <!--[endif]-->Flying squirrels 
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On  the website http://www.cuttenridgewoodvillage.com/team.html it says no BIG BOX STORES while they are shoving down our throats 

an even larger impact than any store could ever perpetrate. Included in their Ridgewood plan is a new MALL larger 

than the Broadway Mall with a parking garage!  Forster-Gill is the BIG BOX of construction, 

development, deception, and payola to local officials to achieve their objections. Now, they want to 

condense the timeline for general plan updates with limited public comment.  
  
When I inquired about how Eureka, which has many unsold low cost homes on the market presently, could support an additional unsold 

volume of homes, it was explained that Forster-Gill plans to import low income residents from outside of the area. They would set up 

with extremely low cost homes to get the “butts” in the houses. When this project was proposed a few years ago, housing in Eureka was 

expensive, but the prices have dropped almost 50% since then. Houses can now be purchased for under $75,000 to a the high-middle 

class average of $229,000. It’s a different picture than when this was approved.  
  

County and City Officials: How can you justify this type of low income housing marketing? I saw this same situation in Elk 

Grove near Sacramento. Housing officials imported Mexican immigrants by the bus loads to Elk Grove. They gave them houses that 

had payments of $150 a month, gifted them off-lease American automobiles, welfare, MediCal, cash to get started, and a job. I lived 

next door to one of these families. Their pockets were filled with cash when they sold the house and didn’t have to reimburse the 

government one thin dime.  
  

MORE HYPE from Forster-Gill: 
  
MYTH: We can sleep safe at night because we don’t have more big box stores WHEN THEY ARE PLANNING A MALL IN THIS 

DEVELOPMENT.  
  
REALITY:  Whenever a shopper purchases something made by a large corporation, they are patronizing a big box corporation--even if it is 

sold by Pierson’s, Murphy’s Market, West Coast Plumbing, Evans Mechanical, etc.  
  
TRUTH: The big box store is an argument of FEAR-MONGERING elite business owners of Humboldt County who prey on the uneducated 

who echo their argument of “big box store” and labor under the illusion that if we are keep out big box stores we still have the 1960s 

hippie Utopian dream. We don’t live in an economy of isolation. The big box store argument is a scare tactic. Besides, accepting the 

development Forster-Gill is accepting a big box development corporation out of San Luis Obispo.  
  
If you don’t want big box then decide on what you can accept and attract those businesses here. But, Humboldt County and City officials 

can’t see past the end of the marijuana joint must be smoking.  
  

  
  
  
  

Megan McKenzie 
PO Box 6818 
Eureka, CA 95502 
  

  
 

Hotmail has tools for the New Busy. Search, chat and e-mail from your inbox. Learn more. 
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